1.  DATE  - TIME  OtOUP 

local 

3 Oct  53  OVoiOOZ 


s.  SOUKCE 

CIVIL! AM 


4.  NUMtEK  OE  Oiiicn 

om 


3.  LOCATKM 

North  Rome,  pa 


IE.  CONCLUMOM 

ASTRONOMICAL;  ARCIURUS 

Arctura  at  5 deg  elev,  295  deg  az  In  position  to  aet  at  2000. 
Sigbtirvj  ch'iracterlstic  of  aatro  body. 


y LENGTH  OP  OMIRVATIOM  111.  MIIF  lUMHAAT  AND  ANACYM 


15  min 


6.  TYPE  OP  OBtlAVATION 

ground  visual 


7.  COURSE 

stationary 


i.  PHOTOS 

O v«t 

a N«  


f.  PHYSICAL  EVIDINCI 


No  sound,  stationary  orange  light  pulsating,  larger  than 
star,  slight  raovement  in  close  area,  observed  on  previous 
occasions. 
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M^AHTMINT  09  THI  AIR  RORCi 

HiADQUARTSM  UNITED  STATES  AIR 

WAtNiraroN 


FORCE 


THl  INRFSCTOn  OCNCftAL  USAP 
to  DISTRICT  OrPICI  OF  SRICIAL  INVRSTIOATIOHS 

7R  K.  fOTN  STRICT 
NIW  YORK  S.  NSW  YORK 

IN  RtFLT 

Ncrm  TO:  2U-*0-261 

SUBJECT  t (UneUssifled  ) 

Unidsntlfled  Object  mob  In  tho  kir 
at  8i00  to  Stl^pbm*  on  Xo/3/53  &t 
TTorth  Row  Towaship,  Bradford  County, 

Ponnsylvania 
SPECIAL  IKQUIRT 


* 7 JAH 1954 


TOi 


CoRsriaader 


Air  '<^dhoical  Intolllgenea  Cantor 
IMeht-Pattorson  Air  Force  Base 


Ohio 


!•  The  New  Tcik  ^leld  Office,  Federal  Bureau  of  lovestigation,  has 
advieod  this  district  that  Cpoclal  Agent  HAROLD  K,  ALISW,  Jr.,  has  ob- 
tained the  folloHlng  Infomatlon  from  Mr.  VHBMVF  U.  S.  Departnant 
of  Labor,  21$  t'iontague  Street,  Roon  $12 ^ Brooklyn,  Now  Tork: 


'■■A  stated  that  while  visiting  at  North  Row  Township,  Bradford 
County,  PannRy^anLa,  bo  obaerv^  an  unidentified  object  in  the 
sky  between  8t00  and  8tl5  p*n.  cn  October  3*  19^3*  He  advised 
that  he  sighted  tbs  object  from  outside  of  his  residence  is 

the  first  house  outside  of  North  Row  Township  on  the  rosd  toward 
Lake  ^.lasmking,  PennsylYanla.  The  object  appeared  to  be  about 
two  miles  distance  and  in  a northwesterly  direction  >dth  approod.- 
nately  fifteen  degrees  altitude  over  the  horizon.  It  appeared 
stationary  idien  first  sighted,  but  ^en  sighted  on  a fixed  object 
It  was  found  to  be  moved  slightly  sideways  and  up  and  down  in  a 
close  area.  It  hovered  in  the  air  similar  to  a helicopter.  It 
appeared  larger  than  a star  and  waa  anittlng  an  orange  pulsating 
light.  It  did  not  onlt  any  sound  nor  waa  there  any  exhaust  eteani 
visible. 


The  object  was  seen  by  Mrs.  earns  address,  and  also  by 

and  North  Rome  Township,  Bradford  County, 

Pennsylvania,  R.F.C.  ^$»  They  all  concurred  with  what^HlR  had 
stated. 


e recalled  seeing  the  seme  object  at  api>ro>dmately  the  sans 
Lon  a year  previously. 
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Unclassified 


2D  OSI  Fllo  24-0-261 
Ltr  tot  Conunandor^  ATXC 

SubJ  t Unidentified  Object  seen  In  t he  fd.T 


Mrsc^Miklnfonaed  her  husband  that  she  had  observed  the 
object  In  the  saao  location  several  tinea  previously  this 
year  • 

called  a rumor  that  a loetallc  flying  cbject  vas 
found  several  years  previously  in  ippro^djoately  the  sane 
area  Where  he  had  sighted  the  unidentifiable  object  on 
October  J,  1953*  stated  that  he  Is  available  aft 

United  States  Department  of  Labor^  21!;  I'^ntague  Street^ 

Bx^klyn,  for  any  additional  assistance  that  he  might 
render*  ** 

2.  No  Investigation  is  conte>Q>lated  by  this  district* 

3*  Infomation  furnished  herewith  has  been  derived  from  sources 
other  then  the  Department  of  the  /dr  Force  and^  in  accordance  with  para- 
graph 5f»  APR  205-l»  dissenlnatlon  mist  not  be  made  outside  USAF  channels 


a 


For  and  In  the  absence  of 
HARRT  Q*  V;!i:3£R 
Major,  US.;f 
District  Conraander 


cc>  Dir  OSI 
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Met0on  in  the  Record* 


4 


The  AmericHit  MeteoriHcs  Society,  wliose  nieinBerr  specialize  In 
the  study  of  meteors  and  meteorites,  for  years  have  collected  re- 
ports of  such  phenomena.  From  a large  enough  number  of  good 
descriptions  of  a given  meteor,  astronomers  cair  analyze  the  data 
mathematically  and  determine  the  meteors  radiant— the  ix>int  in 
the  lieavens  from  which  it  seems  to  come.  The  meteor  is  then  identi* 
Bed  by  its  radiant  and  given  an  AMS  luimlier.  The  data  were  pub- 
lished in  Mcfeoritics,  the  journal  of  the  society,  and  thus  made 
available  for  future  research. 

The  records  of  the  society  for  the  years  1950  to  1955  list  dozens  of 
fireballs,  many  of  them  green,  that  were  somehow  overlooked  by 
saucer  enthusiasts.  On  August  11,  1950,  during  tlie  maximum  of  the 
Perseid  shower,  a blue-green  fireball  (AMS  2^36)  appitreiitly  oval- 
or  cigar-sliaped,  appeared  over  Washington,  Oregon,  and  Idalm  at 
7:30  F.M.  and  was  reported  by  more  than  100  witnesses.  So  brilliant 
that  it  showed  a noticeable  disk,  it  flew  in  a horizontal  path,  silently 
broke  into  three  pi<^s,  and  disappeared  {8,  p.  379], 

S<3>tember  20,  the  same  >'car,  was  a big  day  for  meteors.  At 
1:35  A.M.  a giant  fireball  (ANfS  2326}  roared  over  southeastern 
Illinois  from  north  to  south,  leaving  a luminous  train  visible  in  five 
states  and  illuminating  the  sky  and  countryside  from  St.  Louis  to 
Louisville  and  from  Memphis  to  Knoxville.  The  final  detonation, 
over  westem  Kentucky,  was  heard  over  ati  area  tooo  miles  square 
and  sliook  buildings  from  Paducah  to  Memphis.  Fragments  show- 
ered farms  over  a twenty-five  mite  area,  struck  five  buildings,  and 
penetrated  one  roof.  About  fifty  pounds  of  meteorites  dropped  In 
Murray,  Calloway  County,  Kentucky,  and  are  now  io  the  Smith- 
sonian- Institution  in  Washington.  That  same  night  about  10:  .15  r.sc,- 

A 
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fireballs  were  reported  by  plane  crews  fl)ing  over  a six-state  area— 
Idaho,  Wyoming,  Utah,  Colorado,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico  [9, 
p.  115I.  Similar  fireballs  that  vanislw^without  trace  were  reported 
on  September  28,  1953  (AMS  2331);  October 4,  1953  (AMS  2330); 
^lay  15. 1954;  aiktictober  27, 1954  (AMS  2337). 
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Ilfiteor  Society  lor  190^  H 


n.:l  do].  • , - 
7 — P Cc'j.j:  ••  r 1?5, 


FI*^EBALL  of  1953  OCTOBER  7/8 

A.am.S.  ^o.  2J77 

c, -■rT'’  ^ s’--  w.  o. 

TIm  «I»Ic  wh.  with  . diagram,  warobt.iitt'l' Sl’td””'’  '**  • 

•cured  by  a building)  at  S2.  where  ® «*>• 

end.  At  S2  h wa.  recorded  as 

visible  part  wui  traversed  in  2 to  ^4  seenr,  t > ’“fc”*»“de.  vertical  path,  and  that  the 

computed,  which  however  must  be  a-j-iroxim  te  fei’^wing  data  were 

Date  “pproxm.ate  a.  only  part  of  the  path  was  seen  at  S2. 

Sidereal  time  at  end  point  October  7.S2  G.M.T. 

Hegan  over 
Snded  over 
Lcnfiih  of  patah 
Projected  length  of  path 
Radiant  corrected  for  aenith  attraction 


» coniputed 

i^owBg  at  tau  Doaituin  anel  ..  * ” 
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^ -72*14'.  0 
* - 73*0<>'.  0 
f'5  km 
63  km 

a -257*.  h -41.3* 
14*.  4 a T-J2® 


40*27' at  149  Icm 
40*19'  at  91  km 


